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DETAILED ACTION 
1. Applicant please note that a new examiner has been assigned to this 
application. 

1 . Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

2. Claim 16 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(d) because it refers back to a 
canceled claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an International application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1,3-7 and 9-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Laughlin (US 2002/0186407). 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome 
either by a showing under 37 CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in 
the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not the 
invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 
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Regarding Claim 1, Laughlin teaches a printer system(50), comprising a first 
printer(54) that is capable of being in one of a ready state and a not ready state, with 
respect to processing any incoming print jobs; a second printer(inherently taught as 
evidenced by the fact that the printer 54 can select an available, comparable printing 
device; para 16, last 4 lines; fig. 1, step 10) that is capable of being in one of the 
ready state and the not ready state, wherein the first printer redirects a print job sent 
to the first printer, to the second printer, when the first printer is in the not ready 
state(para 16 the printer 54 automatically reroutes the print job to a comparable printer); 
and a printer administrator(print server) that is coupled to the first printer and the second 
printer by way of a communications network, wherein the printer administrator is notified 
by the first printer as to any print job redirections made by the first printer(para 1 
teaches that an embedded service within the printer communicates with the print server 
to notify the user of the rerouting; also para 16, lines 1-3). 

Regarding Claim 3, in addition to the like teachings of claim 1 , several reasons, 
as outlined in para 14 read on the first non-recoverable error sub-state. 

Regarding Claim 4, a third printer is inherently taught as evidenced by the fact 
that the printer 54 can select an available, comparable printing device; para 16, last 4 
lines, a second non-recoverable error sub-state is outlined in para 14 (more than one of 
those criteria could exist simultaneously). 

Regarding Claims 5 and 7, a printer administrator(print server) is coupled to the 
first printer and the second printer by way of a communications network, wherein the 
printer administrator is notified by the first printer of any print job redirections made by 
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the first printer(in para 1 an embedded service within the printer communicates with the 
print server to notify the user of the rerouting; also para 16, lines 1-3). 

Regarding Claim 6, in addition to the like teachings of claim 1, a processor is 
inherently taught that can read the print job information so that the first printer can 
determine if it is capable of completing the print job as evidenced by the fact that a word 
processing device 52 sends the document to the printer(para 16). 

Regarding Claims 9-11, in addition to the like teachings of claim 1, the fail-over 
operation reads on the first state and the not ready to process incoming print jobs state, 
the printer prints the print job if the printer can complete the job(fig. 1 , steps 8 and 12), 
which reads on the second state and the ready to process incoming jobs state. 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 3,4,6 and 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Shima (US 6940615). 

Regarding Claim 3, Shima teaches a printer system(fig. 12). comprising a first 
printer(51) that is capable of being in one of a ready state and a not ready state, with 
respect to processing any incoming print jobs, wherein the not ready state includes at 
least a first non-recoverable error sub-state; a second printer(52,53 n), wherein 



Application/Control Number: 09/986,608 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2625 

the first printer redirects a print job sent to the first printer, to the second printer, when 
the first printer is in the first non-recoverable error sub-state(if printer 51 determines that 
it cannot perform the printing of the print job due to attribute incompatibility, the printer 
51 will check the downstream printers and transfer the print job accordingly; col. 24, 
lines 65). 

Regarding Claim 4, a third printer is inherently taught as evidenced by the fact 
that the printer 51 can select an available, comparable printing device(52,53....n). A 
second non-recoverable error sub-state is outlined in fig. 21, wherein the best candidate 
is chosen through a verification process(col. 30, lines 46-62). 

Regarding Claim 6, in addition to the like teachings of claim 3, the print job 
information is read and analyzed so that the first printer can determine if it is capable of 
completing the print job(col. 24, lines 40-44). 

Regarding Claims 15 and 16, the resolution or monochrome/color settings reads 
on the page too complex state. 

Regarding Claim 17, Shima teaches a method of printing a job on one of a 

plurality of network printers(51,52,53 n) coupled to a network(55), comprising: a 

first network printer(51), in a ready state having first printing capabilities, reading 
information contained in a print job; and the first network printer redirecting the print job 
to a second network printer(52,53....n), in a ready state having second printing 
capabilities different from the first printing capabilities, when the information contained in 
the print job is such that the capabilities of the first printer will not allow it to properly 
perform the print job while the capabilities of the second printer will allow it to properly 
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perform the print job(if printer 51 determines that it cannot perform the printing of the 
print job due to attribute incompatibility, the printer 51 will check the downstream 
printers and transfer the print job accordingly; col. 24, lines 65). 
7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kimberly A. Williams whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 7471 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. - 
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